
A guide to planning your next 
sustainable event or festival 

in Saskatchewan!

Planning a 
Sustainable Event



Festivals and events can create a lot of 
waste and consume a lot of energy, 
which is why we focus on providing 
resources for those who are planning 
events in an effort to make it a more 
sustainable one!  
 
A sustainable event is one that 
prioritizes environmental, economic, and 
social protection and enhancement by 
implementing and using sustainable 
practices. Sustainable events also 
encourage attendees to strive for 
sustainable practices as well by providing 
sustainable activities, accommodations, 
and materials for the event.  
 
Overall, these events are important in 
reducing the impact of man-made climate 
change.

A sustainable event protects the 
environment while still giving attendees 
an event to relax and have a great time! 
Many individuals and groups put 
sustainability near the top of their priority 
list and look for sustainable options 
when making choices, so sustainable 
events stand out as a  
win-win for everyone!  
 
Making your event a sustainable one will 
reduce waste, greenhouse gas emissions, 
and energy consumption and put a smile 
on the face of those attending who know 
their enjoyment won’t cause harm! 

A Sustainable Event...
What Is It? Why Have One?
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First things first, you’ll need to have a 
discussion with those who are planning 
your event. In these conversations try to 
discuss the following topics:

Evaluate - If you have done events in 
the past, take some time to look back 
and evaluate your last events’ 
sustainability. Try to identify both 
strong points and areas of weakness. 
This will help direct your upcoming 
event planning, so you know what 
areas to enhance and what areas 
might need to be changed and 
improved.
Set Goals – After evaluating and 
discussing your strengths and 
weaknesses, take time to establish 
your goals with the group. Make these 
goals specific to your events needs 
and trackable, like reducing the 
amount of plastic water bottles being 
sold by vendors. This can be tracked 
by counting sales or in the recycling 
sorting process.  
 
If this is your first  
event, this is your  
first step! Discuss  
what goals you  
want to complete  
with your group’s  
first sustainable  
event!

Path solutions – Now you have 
identified your problem and your goal, 
but you need to establish the path 
you’ll take to get there. Whether this 
is your first event or you’re a seasoned 
professional, you’ll need to make a 
game plan to get to where you want 
to be.

Continuing with our water bottle 
example, it may look like a couple things, 
but one effort that our event might take 
is providing water fountains and bottle 
refill stations.

Planning
Discussion

Sustainable Event
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After your first discussions you’ll need to 
nail down the details of your event’s 
sustainable practices, this includes:

Establishing what materials  
you will need.

SARCAN takes a little stress away 
from you here and offers Recycling 
Bins for events beverage containers! 
This includes ready-to-serve 
beverages in aluminum cans, plastic 
beverage containers, cartons, refillable 
beer bottles, and both clear and 
coloured glass beverage containers.
One thing you will need, no matter 
what, is signage. Signage will help 
direct your attendees and guide their 
behaviour while at your event. They 
may need direction or reminders to be 
sustainable. SARCAN also offers 
downloadable signage on our 
website for your recycling stations at 
events.

Assign roles to volunteers  
and employees. 

Depending on your goals, there will be 
tasks that need to be done during the 
event to make it a sustainable one. For 
example, if you use water refill stations 
the water will need to be refilled in there 
or the fountain will need to be cleaned, or 
if you have SARCAN’s bins you’ll need 
staff to replace full bins with empty ones.

Determine where things will be, 
when they will be needed, and 
when service will be needed.

You’ll need to find locations for your 
sustainable practices. We suggest 
putting recycling bins with all garbage 
bins in the venue to make recycling easy 
and convenient, if anything, have more 
recycling than garbage bins on your 
venue!

Make a clean-up and  
disposal plan. 

You’ll need to ensure everything used at 
your event is disposed of properly either 
in compost, recycling, garbage, saved for 
next year, or even donated.

Details
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If you have never done an event before or 
have never focused on sustainability 
there are a few things you can focus on 
and practice at your events:

Things to Consider

Planning a Sustainable Event

Recycling: beverage containers make 
up a large portion of the waste 
produced at an event. You should try to 
limit the amount of beverage 
containers consumed at your event 
with ideas like water fountains and 
water bottle refill stations or other 
ideas like providing branded tumblers 
are bottles. You can’t keep the 
beverage container consumption down 
to zero, so have an easy and convenient 
way to recycle these containers to keep 
those containers out of the garbage. 
Check out SARCAN’s free bins for 
events and festivals to get you started. 
Events can also be large producers of 
materials like flexible plastic, batteries, 
and foam which can all be recycled at 
SARCAN as well!

Transportation: transportation can be 
a big contributor to greenhouse gas 
emissions. It’s a good idea to pick a 
venue located close to public transit or 
provide shuttle services if you have a 
smaller event.

Food: try to provide local and organic 
food for the attendees of your event 
and reusable or compostable utensils. 
Doing this will reduce your carbon 
footprint and environmental harm. It 
would also be beneficial to have 
compost disposal for food waste and 
set up a plan to keep unpurchased food 
out of the garbage. Companies like Too 
Good to Go and Copia have great 
models for food waste prevention that 
you can use for your event, like 
orderable goodie bags or larger food 
donations to non-profits or food banks.

Venue: strive to find a venue that also 
focuses on sustainability for their space 
with amenities like energy-efficient 
lighting and water conservation.

Invites and promotion: try out  
e-invites and promote your event using 
social media and video advertisements 
to reduce your paper waste!

Decorations: many of the decorations 
used during events get thrown in the 
trash after one use and end up in our 
landfills. Instead, try to take down and 
keep your decorations to reuse for next 
year or upcoming events and go one 
step further by swapping your typical 
decorations with environmentally 
friendly decorations like biodegradable 
confetti.
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Now that it is time for your event, you’ll 
need to set up everything you planned 
in your discussions. Assign people to 
different roles during this time as well to 
make sure everything gets done and 
focused on. Try to set up your venue in a 
way that makes recycling and sustainable 
choices easy for your attendees.

Like we said, you’ll need signage to 
guide your guests, but you can also have 
an information desk/booth. This gives 
your guests somewhere to go when they 
have a question about what they should 
do or where something should be 
disposed of.

Have volunteers and staff keep an eye 
on your recycling stations. You will 
need to make sure they do not get 
overfilled, and they get swapped out 
when needed. You can also have people 
watching other features you have chosen 
if needed, like the water refill station, or 
the shuttle station.

You will need to refill water stations and 
possible gas in shuttles or swap batteries 
on shuttles and swap recycling bins and 
garbage bins.

Try to encourage attendees to recycle 
and practice sustainable behaviours by 
using the recycling bins and other 
features you have provided.

Set Up

Inform

Monitor

Refill & Swap

Encourage
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Before you take down your event and 
clean up take a moment to look around at 
your venue space. Look at how many 
garbage bags were collected, how many 
recycling bins you filled, how much trash 
and recycling is left on the ground, and 
the leftover food or the possible food 
wasted. You will reflect on how your 
space looks and how your event went.

Think about what the aftermath of a 
typical event like yours may look like. Are 
there usually cans and bottles all over 
the ground? How many trash bags do 
you typically collect? Is there a lot of food 
waste? Have those answers changed 
now? Was there improvement where you 
expected?

Part of your reflection may require you to 
measure the change. You can look at the 
amount of material recycled, composted 
materials, total waste diversion, energy 
diversion, emission reductions, and more. 
Use your method determined in your goal 
setting to measure the impact of your 
sustainable event.

After your reflection you can share with 
your group and the community how your 
event was a sustainable one and the 
impact of the efforts you made!

First Impressions

Clean Up

Reflect

Measure

Share
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Make sure you take down and clean up 
everything that was used or left from 
your event. Try to dispose of things in the 
most sustainable way either by recycling, 
composting, donating, or reusing.

After Your Event
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Go paper free – chalk boards and QR 
codes can replace the paper used  
during your event.

Reduce emissions and waste,

Find energy efficient power methods,

Make recycling stations convenient.

It’s time to celebrate with your team! It’s 
hard work putting on a sustainable event 
you deserve to celebrate in your group 
and with your community. Give yourself a 
pat on the back and a round of high fives 
to everyone!

Celebrate!
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